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 INTRODUCTION 
 
In Autumn 2023, the Committee of the M.A. resolved to re-establish its own Judges Committee to which all 

judging related matters would be delegated. It is set up according to the guidelines and code of best practice 

established by the K.C. Judges Working Party. 

 

The annual meeting of the M.A. Judges Committee was held in June 2024 and those persons delegated to serve by 

the main M.A. Committee were: 

 

Mrs Pamela Jeans Brown (Chair)   Mrs Elaine Norris  

Mr Colin Hill      Mrs Margaret Bromley 

       

 

All of the above named were present at the meeting.  

  

The minimum requirements of the K.C. guidelines were satisfied in that 75% of this body currently awards 

Challenge Certificates for the Mastiff breed. 

 

The JC reviewed its Working Guidelines and Administration; and agreed that the number of delegates should 

remain as five with the quorum being three members participating. 

 

A simple majority on voting would confirm acceptance with the proviso that in cases of no majority, the Chair's 

casting vote would be deemed final and binding. Voting by secret ballot would continue to be the means of 

affirming the support of the M.A. and no correspondence on ballot results would be entered into. 

 

From 2012 it had been agreed that the JC would aim to meet in the Autumn to follow a full committee meeting 

(in order to reduce travelling costs) to review and, if deemed appropriate, update both the JC’s working guidelines 

and the criteria for inclusion; and update its List of Approved Mastiff Judges for the following year.  In 2016 

however, it became necessary to postpone until the new year. 

 

In 2009, the committee resolved not to retain any judge on its lists who had failed to submit a critique without 

good reason following a Mastiff judging appointment at championship or open show level.  It was re-affirmed 

that this policy should continue. 

 

The M.A. Judges Committee is also charged with overseeing the organisation of the Mastiff Association's 

programme for the training and education of Mastiff judges at such intervals deemed to be necessary and 

appropriate.   The last breed seminar for was held in May 2017 with the next planned for 2019 subject to demand. 

 

Some aspects of the criteria for inclusion on the lists of approved judges at the various levels are now mandatory 

within the K.C. guidelines whilst others have been included at the direction of the M.A. Judges Committee. 

 

Note to Show Secretaries: 

 

The M.A. Judges Committee would appreciate feedback (positive or adverse) on the performance of judges 

selected from the lists on the following pages as this will greatly assist when the lists are reviewed and updated 

for the following year. Any such information should be sent to the Secretary whose details are given on the front 

cover of this booklet.  

 

 

  



 

MASTIFF ASSOCIATION JUDGES COMMITTEE 
 

AGREED CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION ON THE LIST OF APPROVED JUDGES 

AT VARIOUS LEVELS – 2024 (to be reviewed annually) 

 

 

List A1 

 

For persons who have (a) previously been approved by The Kennel Club to award CCs for the 

MASTIFF breed and (b) have completed their first appointment and (c)  have the support of the Mastiff 

Association. 

 

 

List A2 

 

For persons who fulfil all the requirements for the A3 List and who have (a)  been assessed in 

accordance with Kennel Club requirements;  (b) have been accepted by the Kennel Club for inclusion on 

the A2 List;  and (c) have the support of the Mastiff Association. 

 

 

List A3 (Breed Specialists) 

 

Requirements for inclusion are:- 

1. To have a minimum of SEVEN years judging experience in the breed, and to have the 

support of the Mastiff Association.   (KC Policy) 

2. To have judged a minimum of 40 mastiffs from a minimum of 20 classes at any       KC 

licensed event subject to the conditions of para. 3 

3. To have judged at either a Breed Club show, a Breed Club Supported Entry Show or a 

minimum of FOUR Open Shows or Championship Shows without CC's with an adequate 

geographical spread. 

 4. To have bred and/or owned a minimum of 3 dogs when they obtained their 

  1
st
 entry in The Kennel Club Stud Book (Mandatory save in exceptional  

  circumstances) (KC Policy) 

5. To have attended at least one breed-specific seminar run in accordance with the relevant 

KC Code of Best Practice and passed an examination and assessment where applicable. 

(KC Policy from 1:7:2001) 

6. To have attended a seminar given by a K.C. Accredited  Trainer and passed the  

relevant examination on Requirements of a  Dog Show Judge  (KC Policy) 

7. To have attended a seminar conducted by a K.C. Accredited  Trainer on Conformation 

and Movement. (KC Policy from 1:7:2001); and passed the ‘hands on’ assessment (KC 

policy from 1:7:2005). 

8.       To have stewarded at a minimum of 12 shows (KC Policy) 

 

 

Continued/… 

 

 

 

 

  



 

List A3 (Non Specialists\All Rounders) 

 

Requirements for inclusion are:- 

1. To have a minimum of SEVEN years judging experience in any one breed (to include 

FIVE years experience in MASTIFFS), and who have the support of the Mastiff 

Association. (KC Policy) 

2. To have judged a minimum of 40 mastiffs from a minimum of 20 classes at any  KC 

licensed event subject to the conditions of para. 3 

3. To have judged at either a Breed Club show, a Breed Club Supported Entry Show or a 

minimum of FOUR Open Shows or Championship Shows without CC's with an adequate 

geographical spread. 

 4. To have awarded CC's in at least one other breed.  (KC Policy) 

5. To have attended at least one MASTIFF judging seminar run in accordance with the 

relevant KC Code of Best Practice and passed an examination and assessment where 

applicable. 

6. To have bred and/or owned a minimum of 3 dogs of any breed when they obtained their 

1
st
 entry in The Kennel Club Stud Book  

 

List B (Breed Specialists) 

 

Requirements for inclusion are:- 

 

 1. To have FIVE years experience of owning and exhibiting mastiffs, and have 

  the support of the Mastiff Association. 

2. To have attended at least one breed specific judging seminar and passed a            written 

examination and assessment where applicable. 

3. To have attended a seminar conducted by a K.C. Accredited Trainer on Conformation 

and Movement; and passed the ‘hands on’ assessment . 

 

List B (Non Specialists\All Rounders) 

 

Requirements for inclusion are:- 

 

 1. To have a minimum of SEVEN years judging experience in any one breed, 

  and have the support of the Mastiff Association. 

 2. To have attended at least one MASTIFF judging seminar and passed a 

  written examination and assessment where applicable 

3. To have attended a seminar conducted by a K.C. Accredited Trainer on Conformation 

and Movement; and passed the ‘hands on’ assessment . 

 

List C 

 

  For aspirant judges who have shown an interest in the breed and who have the 

  support of the Mastiff Association. 
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Confirmed Revised 

MASTIFF BREED STANDARD 
Published October 2009 

                                                                   

  

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and 

appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute 

soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or 

exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. 

From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect 

dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch 

section of the Kennel Club website here http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/breed/watch 

for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the 

right measure.  However, if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable 

or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.  

 

General Appearance 
Head, in general outline, giving a square appearance when viewed from any point. Breadth desired and 

in ratio to length of whole head and face as 2 : 3. Body broad, deep, long, powerfully built, on legs wide 

apart and set. Muscles sharply defined. Size is desirable, but only if combined with quality and if 

absolute soundness is maintained. Height and substance important if both points are proportionately 

combined.  

 

Characteristics 
Large, powerful, well knit frame. A combination of grandeur and courage.  

 

Temperament 
Calm, affectionate to owners, but capable of guarding. Usually indifferent with strangers; timidity is 

unacceptable.  

 

 

Head and Skull 
Skull broad between ears, forehead flat, but wrinkled when attention is excited. Brows (superciliary 

ridges) slightly raised. Muscles of temples and cheeks (temporal and masseter) well developed. Arch 

across skull of a flattened curve, with depression up centre of forehead from median line between eyes, 

to halfway up sagittal suture. Muzzle short, broad under eyes, and keeping nearly parallel in width to 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/breed/watch


end of nose; truncated, i.e. blunt and cut off squarely, thus forming a right angle with upper line of face, 

of great depth from point of nose to under-jaw. Under-jaw broad to end. Nose broad, with widely 

spreading nostrils when viewed from front, flat (not pointed or turned up) in profile. Lips diverging at 

obtuse angles with septum, and slightly pendulous so as to show a square profile. Length of muzzle to 

whole head and face as 1 : 3. Circumference of muzzle (measured mid-way between eyes and nose) to 

that of head (measured before the ears) as 3 : 5. Whilst in repose, any exaggeration of wrinkle or excess 

of loose skin is unacceptable in mature adults.  

 

Eyes 
Moderate size, wide apart. Stop between eyes well marked but not too abrupt. Colour hazel brown, 

darker the better, showing no haw. Loose eyelids highly undesirable. Free from obvious eye problems.  

 

Ears 
Small, thin to touch, wide apart, set on at highest points of sides of skull, so as to continue outline across 

summit, and lying flat and close to cheeks when in repose.  

 

Mouth 
Canine teeth healthy; powerful and wide apart; incisors level, or lower projecting beyond upper but 

never so much as to become visible when mouth is closed.  

 

Neck 
Slightly arched, moderately long, very muscular, and measuring in circumference about 2.5-5 cms (1-2 

ins) less than skull before ears.  

 

Forequarters 
Shoulder and arm slightly sloping, heavy and muscular. Legs straight, strong and set wide apart; bones 

being large. Elbows square. Pasterns upright. Balanced and in harmony with hindquarters.  

 

Body 
Chest wide, deep and well let down between forelegs. Ribs arched and well rounded. False ribs deep and 

well set back to hips. Back and loins wide and muscular; flat and very wide in bitch, slightly arched in 

dog. Great depth of flanks. Topline level and maintained whilst on the move. Length of body taken from 

point of shoulder to point of buttock greater than height at withers.  

 

Hindquarters 
Broad, wide and muscular, with well developed second thighs, hocks bent, wide apart, and quite 

squarely set when standing or walking. Strength in hindquarters is of paramount importance, cow hocks 

in mature adults unacceptable.  

 

Feet 
Large, round and tight. Toes well arched. Nails black.  

 

Tail 
Set on high, and reaching to hocks, or a little below them, wide at its root and tapering to end, hanging 

straight in repose, but forming a curve with end pointing upwards, but not over back, when dog is 

excited.  



Gait/Movement 
Powerful, easy extension, driven from the rear, fluent, sound, with ground-covering strides. Tendency to 

pace is undesirable. Absolute soundness essential.  

 

Coat 
Short and close-lying, but coarser over neck and shoulders.  

 

Colour 
Apricot, fawn or brindle. In any case, muzzle, ears and nose should be black with black around eye rims, 

and extending upwards between them. Excessive white on body, chest or feet is unacceptable.  

 

Faults 
Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the 

fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and 

welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.  

 

Note 
Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.  

 

*Note for prospective puppy buyers 
Size – the Kennel Club Breed Standard is a guide and description of the ideal for the breed; the Size as 

described does not imply that a dog will match the measurements given (height or weight). A dog might 

be larger or smaller than the Size measurements stated in the Breed Standard.  
 

  



ADDITIONAL NOTES WHICH MASTIFF JUDGES MAY FIND HELPFUL 

These notes should be read in conjunction with the KC’s Revised Breed Standard for Mastiffs which 

is printed for information in this booklet 

 

GENERAL APPEARANCE  
Body MUST be rectangular not square when viewed from the side..   

When standing the four feet should form a rectangle. 

Dog should appear fit and healthy. 
 

TEMPERAMENT 

Attention must be paid to temperament.  

Distinction between Shyness and Reservedness needs to be assessed. 

Indifference is not uncommon but an out-going personality is certainly not a fault. 

 

HEAD AND SKULL 

The age of the dog must be borne in mind. Maturity occurs at widely differing ages. 

Excess wrinkling can be a normal development stage in the young. 

Lips should not be excessively pendulous. 
 

EARS 

Some puppies have disproportionately large ears relative to the size of the head which is slowly 

corrected during development. 
 

MOUTH 

Undershot mouths are the norm, but should not be excessive. 

NB:-   Salivation is a natural feature of the breed 
 

FOREQUARTERS 

Straight shoulders are undesirable. Angulation of scapula to humorous should approach 90 degrees to 

provide adequate shock absorption of movement. 

Close narrow movement should be watched for and penalised.. 
 

BODY 

Body depth to base of ribs should be approximately 50:50 of overall height. 
 

HINDQUARTERS 

Close narrow movement should be watched for and penalised.    Lame dogs should be excused from the 

ring. 
 

The following points extracted from the K.C.’s Breed Health & Welfare Strategy Group’s BREED 

WATCH report should also be noted:- 
 

Mastiff 

No Dog should be rewarded which appears to be in pain or discomfort when moving 

 

Points of concern for special attention by judges 

Excessively heavy in build              

Excessive loose skin and overly wrinkled 

Excessive amounts of loose facial skin with conformational defects of the upper and/or lower eyelids so 

that the eyelid margins are not in normal contact with the eye when the dog is in its natural pose (e.g. 

they turn in or out, or both abnormalities are present). 

 

 

 



            

         Expires:    June 2025 

 

List Al For persons who satisfy the relevant criteria given on page 2 of this booklet. This is 

not a complete list of all KC approved judges. 

 

Breed Specialists (in alphabetical order): 

 

Mr S. Andrews 68 Linton Heath, Linton, SWADLINCOTE, Derbyshire DE12 6PD 
  Tel:  01283 761827;  mobile .......... 

Miss T. Atkinson   6 Paynes Close, Galley Lane, Headley, NEWBURY, Berks. RG19 8LY 

    Tel: 01635 269056   

Mr B. Bosch     Kleine Kasteelstraat 4,  3640 KINROOI-KESSENICH, Belgium 

     Tel: 0032 493 658391  basbosch75@hotmail.com  

Mrs M. Bromley   Bigbury House, 9 Perrys Lane, Seend Cleeve, Seend, Melksham, Wilts 

     Tel:  07      SN12 6QA 

Mrs J. Brownlee                    Birchwood, RSD 391, KYNETON 3444 Victoria Australia  

                                                 Tel: 00613 5423 4105         Fax: 0061 3 5423 4234  

Mrs C. E. Cartledge  Ryslip Kennels, Church Lane, Binfield, Nr BRACKNELL, RG42  5NL 

     Tel:  01344 424144;  mobile:    ; email:……. 

Mdme Anne-Marie Class Hervault, 36240 ECUILLE, France  

     Tel: 0033 254 402951;  email:   

Mr K. Dickinson  Fern Cottage, Golden Grove, WIGTOFT, Lincs. PE20 2PU 

     Tel: 01205 460781;  mobile: 07715 320080  email: 

Mrs P. Gittins   Gelli-Organ Farm, Tycroes, AMMANFORD, Carmarthenshire SA19 3PW 

     Tel: 01269 592668;  mobile:         email:   

Mrs A. Griffin   Hern House, Worlden, Ludlow Road, Church Stretton, Shrops SY6 6AA 

     Tel:  07768656890;  email: mastiffwoman@btinternet.com  

Mr Christofer Habig   Breitweg 11, D-55286 SULZHEIM\RHEINHESSEN, Germany 

 Tel:  06732 1842  Email:           

Mrs D. Harding  319 Dover Road, FOLKESTONE, Kent  CT19 6NY   

    Tel:  01303 250683; mobile: 07817881589  email:tysonkobe@aol.com  

Mr C. Hill     20 Oaks Drive, Brinsford, FEATHERSTONE, South Staffs. WV10 7PX 

     Tel: 01902 790415;   mobile: 07946 898102 

Mrs E. Knight   Balgaveny House, FORGUE by HUNTLY,Aberdeenshire  AB54 6HT

     Tel: 01464 871253; mobile:              email: ........ 

Mrs L. McKevitt  1 St Helens Way, Monk Bretton, BARNSLEY, S71 2PT 

     Mobile: 07939 520412   e-mail: lynmckevitt@googlemail.com  

Mrs E. Norris   4 The Ridings, Blackhurst Lane, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Kent TN2 4RU 

     Tel: 01892 526376;  mobile:         email: 

Mr G. Payne    Moss Cottage, Moss Lane, Haydock Avenue, Sale, Greater Manchester 

            M33 4JE 

     Tel:  07958 263527;  email: glynn.fearnought@googlemail.com 

Mr L. Pinto-Tiexeira  Av Do Brasil 132 4 Esq, 1700-075 Lisbon 

     Tel:  00 351 217994799;  email:  lpintoteixeria@gmail.com  

Mr B. Sabroe   Mullerup, Strandvej 5, 4200 Slagelse 

     Tel:  004 560 778526  mobile:         email: 

Ms H. Sargeant   8 Gregory Road, Burntwood, WALSALL, Staffs.  WS7 9QB  

        Tel: 07778 269265; mobile:         email: 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                       Continued/... 
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List A1 Non-Specialists All Rounders (in alphabetical order) 

 

Mr K. Baldwin   

     Tel:  01514 984006 

Mr B. Blunden  4 Lincoln Close, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 8RQ 

     Tel:  01776 407 032 

Mrs C.E. Cartledge   Ryslip Kennels, Church Lane, Binfield,  near BRACKNELL  

 Tel: 01344 424144              Berks.    RG42 SNL 

Mr S.W. Hall    Shenedene, Gregson Lane, Hoghton, PRESTON, Lancs. PR5 0DP 

 Tel: 01254 853526    

Mr J. Horswell  20 Shepherds Green Road, Shirley, Solihull, Solihull, West Midlands 

     Tel:  07778 636 997     B90 4DY 

Dr R. James   9 Finedon Hall, Mackworth Drive, Finedon, Wellingborough,  

    Tel:  01933 327699;                                  Northamptonshire NN9 5NL 

Mr F. Kane   71 Coast Road, REDCAR, Cleveland, TS10 3RD 
     Tel:  01642 485895 

Mr D. Killilea   address 

     Mobile: 07854 324918 

Mr R.C. Kinsey  Wilgress, North End, Swineshead, Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 3NA 

     Tel:  01205 820010;  mobile: 07809 211135 

Mr K.R. Newhouse   Claytonfields, Clayton-le-Woods, CHORLEY, Lancs.   PR6 7EY  

 Tel: 01257 263926 

Mrs S. Pollock-Yule The Old Rectory, Thorndale Road, SUNDERLAND, Tyne & Wear 

 Tel:  0191 528 6613        SR3 4JT 

Mrs M. Sargent  287 Leicester Road, Markfield, Leicestershire, LE67 9RH  

     Tel:  01530 249904 
Mrs S. Searle   The Halstead, Sheep Walk Lane, Scawsby, DONCASTER  DN5 7UB 

 Tel: 01302 788755 

Mr J. Smith   8 East Road, Ocker Hill,  TIPTON, West Mids.  DY4 0XG 

                                      Tel: 0121 556 2647;  mob: 07780 843729 

Mr C. Thomas   Counthorpe House, Counthorpe, LITTLE BYTHAM, Lincs. NG33 4QF 

     Tel: 01780 410140   

Mrs Z. Thorn Andrews  Drakesleat, Bestmans Lane, KEMPSEY, Worcs. WR5 3PZ  

 Tel: 01905 820720 

 

 

 

 

 

List A2    For persons who satisfy the relevant criteria given on page 2 of this booklet. 

It is hoped that some of the judges included on our A3 List will complete the necessary assessments and 

gain K.C. approval for acceptance at this level. 

 

nil 

 

 

  



List A3 
 

Judges whom the Mastiff Association would support to award CC's in the breed but who, as yet, have 

not been approved by the K.C.; and who satisfy (or will satisfy during 2017)  the criteria given on page 

2 or 3 of this booklet. 

 

Breed Specialists:- (in alphabetical order) 

 

Mrs T. Andrews 68 Linton Heath, Linton, SWADLINCOTE, Derbyshire DE12 6PD 

  Tel: 01283 761827                                               

Mrs C. Horrobin 791 Burton Road, Midway, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE110DN  

  Tel: 07528661020; 

Email:  charadonakitainu@outlook.com 

Mrs C. Whelan  Alexia, Ursula Avenue, Selsey, West Sussex PO20 0HT 
     Tel:  01243 603899    

 

 

List A3 Non-Specialists/All Rounders (in alphabetical order) 

 

Mrs A King   32 Granville Street, Woodville, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 7JQ 

     Tel:  01283 212233 

Mrs S. Lipman  7 Millbrook Park, Lisvane, Cardiff, Souh Glamorgan, CF14 0UH 

     Tel:  02920 689556;  07971 095447 

Mrs J. Peakin   166 Sandyhurst Lane, Boughton Aluph, Ashford, Kent, TN25 4NX 

     Tel: 01233 610873; 07701 007306; byzantine.mbt@btinternet.com  

Mr. K. Young   address 

     Tel:  01357 520730;  kevinyoung481@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

 

List B Judges who satisfy the relevant criteria given on page 3 of this booklet.  

 

Breed Specialists (in alphabetical order) 

 

Mrs. S. Clarke   Goose Cottage, Cant Drove, Murrow, Cambs PE13 4HN 

     Tel:  01945 450043;  sharon.a.clarke@gmail.com 

Mr A. Facey    Southwinds Farm, Fen Road, Wiggenhall, St Mary Magdalen, Kings Lynn 

     Tel:  07716 786057;  afacey@live.co.uk  PE34 3DD 

Mrs T. Facey   Southwinds Farm, Fen Road, Wiggenhall, St Mary Magdalen, Kings Lynn 

     Tel:  07716 786057;  afacey@live.co.uk  PE34 3DD 

Miss E. Frew   Standish House, North View, Ludworth, DURHAM   DH6 1NF 

     Tel:  07951 964455 

Mrs E. Herring  Lime Kiln Barn, Back Lane, Litcham, KINGS LYNN,  Norfolk PE32 2NP                                    

     Tel:  07824 775154;  emmaherringheffalump@yahoo.co.uk 

Mr G. Zadeh   Goose Cottage, Cant Drove, Murrow, Cambs PE13 4HN 

     Tel:  07981 781334;  georgezadeh@gmail.com 

 

  

tel:07971%20095447
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List B Non Specialists All Rounders (in alphabetical order) 

 

Mr A. Ball  address 

   Tel:  ….    Email:  tim_kaitak@sky.com  

Mr A. Bicknell  Covertwood, 120 Redehall Road, SMALLFIELD, Surrey  TH6 9TD 

    Tel: 01342 842705  shimanokennels@btinternet.com 

Mrs P. Blunden  4 Lincoln Close, GRANTHAM, Lincs.   NG31 8RQ 

 Tel: 01476 407032            bblunden@hotmail.co.uk     

Mr D. Bown   address 

     daniel.bowen1@gmail.com  

Ms C. Cavanagh  Covertwood, 120 Redehall Road, SMALLFIELD, Surrey RH6 9rS 

     Tel: 01342 842705  shimanokennels@btinternet.com  

Mr E. Forsey   address 

     edward.forsey@collins.com  

Mr T. Harrison  address 

     cerisierkennels@yahoo.co.uk  

Mr G. Springham  address 

     jeffspringham@yahoo.co.uk 

Mr G. Thompson  32 Hunter Hill Road, Halifax, West.Yorks HX2 8SZ 

     Tel:  07483 893886 

Mrs A. Warren  2 Seymour Avenue, Llanharan, Pontyclun, Rhondda Cynan Taf, CF72 9NW 

     Tel:  07706 374187;  allwatcha@btinternet.com  

 

 

List C For aspirant judges who have shown an interest in the breed and who may not yet qualify 

for List B but who have the support of the Mastiff Association. 

 

 

Breed Specialists 

 

nil 

 

 

 

Non Specialists/All Rounders (in alphabetical order) 

 

Nil 

 

 

************************************ 
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